Treatment of urinary tract infection with norfloxacin. Analysis of cost.
Twenty-five patients with urinary tract infection were treated with norfloxacin, a fluoroquinolone antibacterial with a wide spectrum of activity for an oral agent. Of 22 patients who were evaluable, 20 had complicated urinary tract infection; infection was cured in 19 patients at one week after treatment. Optimal alternative treatments were also selected in norfloxacin's stead, based on each patient's characteristics and the results of susceptibility testing for each isolated pathogen. Direct costs for alternative treatment ranged from $7 to $970. The results indicated that for those patients with suspected or proven urinary tract infection caused by multiresistant bacteria, therapy with norfloxacin may represent a cost-effective choice.